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University of Kent 

The UK’s European University 

The University of Kent is one of the country’s leading academic institutions producing world-

class research, rated internationally as excellent and leading the way in many fields of study.  

 

With the main campus in Canterbury (the closest UK city to the European continent) and study 

centres in four European capital cities (Brussels, Paris, Rome and Athens), the University of Kent 

is ideally positioned as a gateway to Europe. 

Kent’s cosmopolitan atmosphere is generated by a large number of international students, 

around 40% of them from Europe. The European community at Kent makes up a large and 

valued part of our annual student intake. Kent is an active participant in the Erasmus+ 

programme, exchanging some 500 students per year with our European partner institutions. All 

our partners are chosen for their academic standards and for their courses, which complement 

studies at Kent. Kent’s partners include highly prestigious universities, several of which are 

ranked within the top 100 institutions in the Times Higher Education World University Rankings. 

The University has been awarded a gold rating, the highest, in the UK Government’s Teaching 

Excellence Framework (TEF). Based on the evidence available, the TEF Panel judged that the 

University of Kent delivers consistently outstanding teaching, learning and outcomes for its 

students. 

 



 

For travel and other practical information, please see the following 
webpage:  
 
https://www.kent.ac.uk/global/partnerships/partners/sgroupmeeting.html 
 

 

AGENDA 

Venue: Canterbury Cathedral Lodge, The Precincts, Canterbury, CT1 2EH 
 
Joining instructions:  Please meet at 8:40 at Canterbury Cathedral Lodge is accessed via 
Christchurch Gate, Sun Street, Canterbury, CT1 2HX. Map (hyperlink) 
 

 

1st Day - Wednesday, November 6th 2019 – Liaison Officers’ Meeting 

9:00 – 9:20: Welcome by Jacek Witkoś, SGroup President, and David Nightingale, Deputy Vice-

Chancellor, Engagement and Civic Mission, University of Kent 

9:20 – 11:10: Workshop 1: SGroup Internal and External projects 

Moderator: Alex Hughes 

Contributors: Bárbara Costa and Mariana Sousa 

The participation of SGroup in projects co-financed by the European Commission is situated  at 

two levels: the involvement of the network as a partner itself (currently in projects like Erasmus 

Without Paper, Rec-Mat, EVOLVE or SUCTI) and the cooperation of member universities within 

projects (if 2 or more members are present as full partners in a project, it can be considered an 

SGroup project). Therefore, this workshops aims to analyse successful (and also failed) proposals 

and generate ideas for future cooperation and joint projects to be submitted in the future.  

Furthermore, following the ideas suggested by Liaison Officers in 2018, the SGroup Executive 

Committee is actively involved in internal projects, and at the meeting will present the 

implementation of the online Mobility Platform (see: http://sgroup.be/exchange/). It will 

address teachers, students, Liaison Officers and companies, with the aim of facilitating mobility 

schemes and internships. Furthermore, a brainstorm moment will be organized on new internal 

projects to be implemented by the network. 

In addition, a brainstorming session will be held, where Liaison Officers will have the opportunity 

to share ideas and propose new internal projects to be implemented in 2020. 

11:10 – 11:30: Coffee break 

11:30 – 13:00:  Workshop 2: The challenges of digitalisation in the new Erasmus+ programme  

https://www.kent.ac.uk/global/partnerships/partners/sgroupmeeting.html
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Christchurch+Gate/@51.2792919,1.0789761,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x47decbb558ca2e5d:0x31666245022505ca!8m2!3d51.2792886!4d1.0811648
http://sgroup.be/exchange/


Moderator:  Valère Meus  

External speaker: Harpa-Sif Arnasdottir (European Commission, via Skype) 

Electronic administration, virtual mobility and paperless procedures will be a common reality 

under the new Erasmus+ programme (2021). This will require a change of attitude and mentality 

in most of European HEIs and may well affect our present procedures.  Are we ready for these 

changes? What are the challenges? In more concrete terms the  Erasmus Without Paper project, 

the European Universities Initiative and the European Student Card Initiative (by 2025) will 

already force a certain degree of standardization upon us. The session will tackle such challenges 

and participants are encouraged to share the hopes, fears, expectations and possible solutions 

from the point of view of their own universities. 

13:00 – 14.00: Lunch 

14:00 – 15:30: Workshop 3: Collaboration Outside Europe  

Moderator: Arnim Heinemann 

Contributors: Agata Mannino, Bárbara Costa and Barbara Claeys 

The NAFSA Conference, which usually takes place in the USA, is the largest international meeting 

of representatives involved in the process of internationalization of higher education and 

research institutions. The conference attracts more than 9 000 visitors annually from all around 

the world and the exhibition includes more than 400 stands from more than 50 countries. Each 

year, a number of our members are represented. We will hear from some of these and, taking 

this as the starting point for discussion, this workshop intends to encourage the sharing of ideas 

about non-European events and initiatives in which SGroup member institutions or the group as 

a whole may take part. 

Additionally, the workshop will also address the second edition of the SGroup InterContinental 

Academic Exchange Programme (ICon), to explore collaboration in Latin America, China and 

Africa. Most of the available grants for 2019 for a mobility period in Colombia or China were 

successfully awarded to academics from member universities. Nevertheless, some uncertainties 

regarding the main objectives of the project seem to persist, as well as in what is required when 

preparing the application. In this workshop, the Icon Evaluation Committee will present a 

template for a grant application, as well as discuss the future and aim of the ICon grants for 

2020. 

15:30 – 16:00: Coffee break & networking 

16:00 – 17:15: Interactive session with the Liaison Officers 

Moderator: Jacek Witkoś 

Contributor: Agata Mannino 

- Discussion on the day’s results  

- Overview of the General Assembly’s Internal Business Meeting 

- Discussion of SGroup activities and initiatives 



- Suggestions for new initiatives and projects 

- Enhancing communication and interaction among members 

17:30 – 18:15: Social Programme: Choral Evensong at the Cathedral (optional) 

19:30: Welcome dinner, Café du Soleil, 5 Pound Lane, Canterbury CT1 2BZ  Map (hyperlink) 

2nd Day - Thursday, November, 7th 2019 – Internal Business Meeting + 

General Assembly Meeting 

Venue: Colyer-Fergusson Hall, University of Kent, Canterbury, Kent, Canterbury, CT2 7NB 
 
Joining instructions: Please meet at 8:00 at Christchurch Gate Sun Street, Canterbury, CT1 
2HX. Map (hyperlink) for short walk to coach park for transfer to University of Kent’s 
Canterbury campus. 

 

9:00 – 9:20: Welcome by Jacek Witkoś, SGroup President, and Professor Karen Cox, Vice-

Chancellor and President, University of Kent 

9:20 – 11:30 - Internal Business Meeting 

Chair: Jacek Witkoś 

 Approval of minutes of the General Assembly 2018 in Trieste 

 Review of activities 2018-2019 

 Financial report 2018 

 Budget follow-up 2019 

 Budget 2020 and membership fees 

 Appointment of auditors  

 Elections of Executive Committee Members   

 SGroup policies and review on action plan 2019 

 Presentation of proposed new members 

 Approval of new members 

 Announcing the General Assembly 2020 

 Choice of venue for the General Assembly 2021 

11:30 – 11:50: Coffee Break  

11:50 – 12:45: Extraordinary General Assembly 

Chair: Jacek Witkoś 

 Modification and vote on the statutes 

 Modification and vote on the internal regulations 

 Discussion and vote on locating the association in Portugal 

12:45 – 14:00: Lunch 

https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/CAFE+DU+SOLEIL/@51.282224,1.0747273,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x47decbb42e5e49dd:0xad57ed31e122c2d6!8m2!3d51.282224!4d1.076916
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Christchurch+Gate/@51.2792919,1.0789761,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x47decbb558ca2e5d:0x31666245022505ca!8m2!3d51.2792886!4d1.0811648


General Assembly - The Role of the Universities in a Changing Europe 

14:00 – 16:00: European Universities Alliance – Challenges and Opportunities 

14:00 - 14:10: Introduction 

14:10 – 14:40: Keynote by Peter van der Hijden 

14.40 – 14:50: Q & A with Peter van der Hijden 

14:50 – 15:35: Individual presentations of the four attending projects 

 Jacek Witkoś, Adam Mickiewicz University of Poznan 

 Kaisa Kurki, Tampere University 

 Elena Avgoustidou-Kyriacou, University of Cyprus 

 Hans Abelius, University of Gothenburg 

15:35 - 16:00: Panel discussion moderated by Frederik De Decker, Ghent University 

16:00 – 16:30: Coffee break 

16:30 – 17:00: The role of universities in social innovation, Joanna Morawska-Jancelewicz, 

Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań 

The role of universities in social innovation has not been widely addressed and recognised. The 

universities pay attention to their role in regional development and build networks of 

cooperation but their activities are mostly related to the third mission and the transfer of 

knowledge instead of co-creation of knowledge and developing new solutions in the non-linear 

innovation system. The research results also address the relevance of the quadruple helix model 

for the creation of social innovation and the need to better adapt to rapidly changing world and 

the social economic systems. This means that a special attention should be paid to the new 

forms of cooperation with the society and to aligning the research, educational strategies and 

agendas to the society needs.   

17:00 – 17:15: Closing by Jacek Witkoś, SGroup President 

19:30: Gala Dinner, Canterbury Cathedral Lodge 

(Canterbury Cathedral Lodge is accessed via Christchurch Gate, Sun Street, Canterbury, CT1 

2HX. Map (hyperlink) 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Christchurch+Gate/@51.2792919,1.0789761,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x47decbb558ca2e5d:0x31666245022505ca!8m2!3d51.2792886!4d1.0811648


3rd Day – Friday, November, 8th 2019 – General Assembly Workshop 

 

Venue: Sports Pavilion Café, University of Kent, Canterbury, Kent, CT2 7SR 
 
Joining instructions: Please meet at 8:00 at Christchurch Gate Sun Street, Canterbury, CT1 
2HX. Map (hyperlink) for short walk to coach park for transfer to University of Kent’s 
Canterbury campus. 

 

Brexit in the context of the Erasmus+ programme 

9:00 – 9:10: Opening by Jacek Witkoś, SGroup President 

9:10 – 9:40: Professor Jeremy Carrette, Dean for Europe, University of Kent 

9:40 – 10:10: Professor Philippe de Wilde, Deputy Vice-Chancellor, Research and Innovation, 

University of Kent 

10:10 – 10:40: Anne-May Janssen, Head of European Engagement, Universities UK International 

10:40 – 11:00 Coffee break 

11:00 – 11:30: Professor Colin Riordan, President and Vice-Chancellor, Cardiff University 

11:30 – 12:00 Wolfgang Laschet, Senior Adviser/ EU Programme Coordinator, Norwegian 

University of Science and Technology, via skype 

12:00 – 13:00: Discussion and closing 

Discussion morning on Brexit and its implications for EU-UK collaboration in higher education, 

featuring speakers from Britain, other countries outside the EU taking part in e.g. Erasmus+ and 

our own members. 

13:00 – 14:00: Lunch 

14:00: Social programme: departing at 14:00 from the University of Kent’s Canterbury campus. 

We will walk into the city to meet our guides for a 45-minute river boat tour along the River 

Stour. After the tour, you are invited to a traditional English Cream Tea at the Falstaff, a beautiful 

15th Century hotel (16:15). 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Christchurch+Gate/@51.2792919,1.0789761,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x47decbb558ca2e5d:0x31666245022505ca!8m2!3d51.2792886!4d1.0811648

